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T his    year   O luc e    c elebrates    the   birthday    of   one   of   the   most    emblemat ic    produc ts   
des ig ned   by    V ic o    Mag is t re t t i    over   the   course   of   his    long    collaborat ion   with   the  
company :   the   S ono ra    lamp.   In   2 0 1 6    this    archetype   of   lig ht ing    celebrates    4 0    y e a rs    and  
O luc e    has    chosen   to   commemorate   this    event    with   an   e x h ib it io n    on   display    within   the  
Unde rs t a t e    spaces    ( a   Milanese   t rend   and   s ty le   workshop   renowned   among    des ig n  
enthus ias ts )   and  with  a  v ideo  c reated   together  with   the  F onda z io ne    Mag is t re t t i.     
  
S ono ra ’ s    his tory    is    that    of   a   pure   g eometric    shape,   pursued   by   Mag is t re t t i   throughout   
his    ent ire   life.   T he   c reat ive   journey    that    he   took   in   his    projec ts ,   as    both   architec t    and  
des ig ner,   is ,   in   fac t ,   quite   unique:   his    cons tant    t ravel   companion   and   his    inspirat ion   was   
g eometry ,   always    and   reg ardless ,   s implif ic at ion.   Conceived   in   1 9 7 6    and   produced   in  
numerous   materials    and   s iz es ,   S ono ra    is    one   of   the   emblems    of   this    c reat ive   journey    and  
has    remained,   for   the   pas t    4 0    years ,   one   of   the   most    well-­‐loved   lamps ,   not    only    by    the  
g eneral  public   but   also  by   Mag is t re t t i   himself.  
  
From   6    Oc tober   to   1    December   the   “hemisphere”   will   be   the   focus    of   an   e x h ib it    on  
display    in   the   Unde rs t a t e    spaces ,   an   ins tallat ion   which   will   inc lude   V ic o    Mag is t re t t i’ s   
orig inal   sketches    and   des ig ns ,   as    well   as    all   of    the   various    vers ions    of   the   lamp   that    have  
been   produced   through   the   years ,   c reat ing    a   sort    of   t ime-­‐line    of    images :   a   concept    that   
becomes    a   des ig n,   a   produc t ,   and   f inally    an   icon.   T hus    the   space’s    two   levels   will   ac t    as    a  
showcase   for   the   mos t    we ll-­‐ k nown    S ono ra    mode ls ,   like   the   majes t ic    model   4 9 3   
measuring    1 3 0 cm   in   diameter,   as    well   as    the   la t e s t    v e rs io ns    in c lud e d    in    t he   
c a t a lo g ue ,  with  a  g old  or  black   f inish  and  measuring   3 8 cm  and  5 0 cm   in  diameter.  
  
S everal   ad    ho c    mode ls    w it h    a ll-­‐ new   f in is he s    have   been   c reated   spec if ic ally    for   the  
exhibit ,   demonstrat ing    how,   even   after   4 0    years ,   an   icon   s t ill   has    the   power   to   capt ivate  
people.   In   fac t ,  O luc e    has    rev is ited   the   body    of   the   lamp,   now  making    it    available   in   two  
bespoke    f inishes ,   the   f irs t    one   bronz e   and   the   second   one   a   sophis t ic ated   c raquelé   ic e  
f inish.  
  
T he   two   all-­‐new   S onora   models    hig hlig ht    the   potent ial   and   the   poss ibilit ies    offered   by   
B e s po ke    T a ilo r ing ,   a   spec ial   “produc t   personaliz at ion”   sec t ion  dedicated   to  contrac t ing .  
In   fac t ,   in   addit ion   to   the   produc ts    available   in   the   catalogue,   O luc e    also   offers    the  
poss ibility    of   c reat ing    tailor-­‐made   lamps    for   spec if ic    needs    or   of   produc ing    modular  
variat ions   of  produc ts    from  pre-­‐exis t ing   collec t ions ,  as    in   the  spec if ic    c ase  of  S ono ra .     
  
Furthermore,   S ono ra ’ s    s tory    is    also   the   focus    of   a   v ideo   c reated   by    O luc e    in  
collaborat ion   with   the   F onda z io ne    Mag is t re t t i   ent it led   # 4 0 ann id is o no ra   
[ 4 0 yearsofsonora] ,  a   short   1 0 -­‐minute   f ilm   that   explores    the   inspirat ion,   lit t le  known   fac ts ,  
and   backg round   that    brought    S ono ra    to   life.   Narrated   by    Marg he r it a    Pe llino    –  
Mag is t ret t i’s    g rand-­‐daughter   and   curator   of   the   foundat ion’s    archives    –   and   with   a   series   
of   archived   interv iews    with  Mag is t re t t i    himself,   the   v ideo   seamless ly    combines    pas t    and  
present ,   dis cuss ing    S ono ra ,  Mag is t re t t i’ s    s ty le,   and   his    relat ionship   with   the   company .  



S tart ing    in   the   1 9 7 0 s    the   des ig ner   and   architec t    became   involved   with   O luc e    in   a  
friendship   and   collaborat ion   that    spanned   over   twenty    years ,   des ig ning    some   of   it s    most   
recogniz ed   and   well-­‐loved   lamps    and   ac t ing    as    the   company ’s    A rt    Direc tor.   Both   the   full  
and  abridged  vers ions   of   the  v ideo  are  available  on   the  O luc e   webs ite   (www.oluce.com) .  
  
  
  
S o no ra :    a ll   t he    f a c e s    o f    a    d e s ig n    ic o n   
S onora  was    orig inally    produced  with   a   lathed   aluminium   reflec tor   and   painted  white.   T here  
were   three   s iz es :   model   4 1 0    –   1 0 0 cm   in   diameter   and   5 0 cm   in   height    ( used   two   1 5 0W  
Globolux   light   bulbs ) ;  model   4 0 9   –  7 0 cm   in  diameter  and  3 5 cm   in  height    ( used   two  1 0 0W  
Globolux   light    bulbs ) ;   and   model   4 0 8    –   5 0 cm   in   diameter   and   2 5 cm   in   height    ( used   one  
1 5 0W   Globolux   light    bulb) .   It    was    suspended   by    a   blac k   elec t ric al   wire   with   a   white,  
hemispheric al  PV C   dish.  
In   1 9 9 0    the   blown   glass    vers ion   was    c reated   us ing   ac id-­‐etched   opal   Murano   glass    with   a  
diameter   of   5 0 cm   (model   4 1 1 )    and   in   1 9 9 9    the   vers ion   measuring   3 8 cm   in   diameter     
(model   4 3 8 )   was    added.   In   2 0 0 3    a   vers ion  measuring   9 0 cm   in   diameter   became   available  
in   opaline   methac ry late,   opaque   white,   t ransparent    blac k,   and   t ransparent    c oloured  
(model  4 9 0 ) .   In  2 0 0 6    the  methac ry late  model  was   produced  with   the   impress ive  diameter  
of   1 3 3 cm   in   the   opaline   and   opaque   white   vers ions    (model   4 9 3 ) .   In   2 0 0 9    an   opaque  
methac ry late   vers ion   was    offered   with   a   9 0 cm   diameter,   but    with   the   ins ide   decorated  
with  gold   leaf   (model  4 9 0 /OR) .     
  
L as t ly ,   the   lates t    edit ion   of   the   Oluce   c atalogue   saw   the   addit ion   of   4    new   models ,  
c onfirming   S onora’s    inc redible   suc cess    over   the   c ourse   of   it s    4 0    years :   new   vers ions    in  
blac k   metal   and   measuring   5 0 cm   in   diameter   (model   4 0 8 )    and   3 8 cm   in   diameter   (model  
4 3 7 )    and   in   gold   metal   measuring   5 0 cm   in   diameter   (model   4 0 8 / oro)    and   3 8 cm   in  
diameter   (model  4 3 7 / oro) .  
  
  
  
  
O lu c e   
F o und e d    in    1 9 4 5 ,    O lu c e    is    t h e    o ld e s t    It a lian    d e s ig n    c om pany    s t ill   ac t iv e    in   
t h e    lig h t ing    s e c t o r .   Over   the   years    it    has    built    an   art ic ulated   c ollec t ion,   c reat ing   some  
of   the  most    ic onic    lamps   of   the  pas t    few  decades .  
Over   the   years    the   c ontribut ions    of   V ic o   Magis t ret t i,   J oe   Colombo,   and   T ito   A gnoli   have  
been   complimented   by    c ollaborat ions    with   Gordon   Guillaumier,   L utz    Pankow,   Nendo,  
Francesco   Rota,   S am   Hecht ,   J örg   Boner,   and    Angelet t i   Ruz z a   who,   together   with   the  
rec ent    produc ts    des igned  by   Giopato&Coombes ,   V ic tor  V as ilev ,  Nic ola  Galliz ia,   and  Mis t -­‐O,  
define   the   c ompany ’s    v isual   language,   c reat ing   lamps    that    are   sophis t ic ated   des ign  
elements .     
Furthermore,   the   c ompany ’s    technical   experience   and   it s    relat ionship   with   the   des ign  
world   rec ent ly    led   to   the   c reat ion   of   Bespoke   T ailoring,   a   spec ial   sec t ion   dedicated   to  
c ontrac t ing.   In  addit ion   to   the  produc ts   available   in   the   c atalogue,   the   c ompany   offers    the  
poss ibility    of   c reat ing   tailor-­‐made   lamps    for   spec if ic    needs    or   of   produc ing   modular  
variat ions    of   produc ts    from   pre-­‐exis t ing   c ollec t ions .   T he   serv ic e   is    geared   towards   
architec ts    and   des igners    and   makes    it    poss ible   to   sat is fy    the   most    spec if ic    requirements   
in  a  personaliz ed  and   f lex ible  way .  
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Und e rs t at e   
Unders tate,   the   famous    exhibit ion   space   and   t rend   and   s ty le   workshop,   is    also   a   L AB,   a  
c reat ive   laboratory    which   expresses    the   t rue   c oncept    of   T ailor   Made:   avant    garde   and  
sartorial  personaliz at ion.     
L AB   PROJ ECT    is    a   dedicated   space   in   which   des igners    and   c lients    f ind   an   ample   and   well  
thought    out    spec trum   of   sophis t ic ated   des ign   and   f inish   solut ions ,   from   prec ious    woods ,  
to   exc lus ive   s tones    and   refined   fabric s :   s ty lis t ic    details    that    define   the   dis t inc t iv e  
c harac ter  of  each  projec t ,   tailor-­‐made  and  unique  each   t ime.  
  
Unders tate   is    a   t rend   and   s ty le   workshop;   a   s tage   which   c ont inuous ly    inspires    new  
emot ions .   It    feeds    the   c reat iv ity    of   des igners    and   amplif ies    the   horiz ons    of   our   private  
c lients .   In   both   c ases    it    is    the   exc lus ive   c ommon   denominator   of   our   c oncepts ,   which  
rhy thmically   encourage  our  c reat iv ity .  
Unders tate   is    s ty le.   Every    art is t ic    c hoic e   is    realiz ed   through   a   unique   journey    defined   by    a  
“total   look”   that    is    c apable   of   exc it ing   emot ions    and   ambit ions .   Colours ,   materials ,  
f inishes… the  only    requirement    is    that    it    is   unconvent ional.  
Unders tate   is    t radit ion.   T hose   who   value   a   c ompany    don’t    merely    purchase   it s    exc lus ive  
produc ts ,   but    also   embrace,   whether   c onsc ious ly    or   not ,   it s    way    of   life,   it s    v is ion   of   the  
world.   T he   f ine   line   between   imaginat ion   and   reality    dic tates    both   our   produc t    and   the  
way   we  v iew  his tory ,  an   inexhaus t ible   sourc e  of   inspirat ion.  
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